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Critical factors of the intention of plastic surgery among

women: A comparison of young and middle-aged groups

Eunjung Son

Keimyung University

This study examined a multi-dimensional hypothetical model on critical factors of the intention of plastic
surgery among women. Furthermore, the models were compared for the young and the middle-aged
women. Participants were 672 women recruited in Seoul, Kyunggi, Chungnam, Kyungpook, and
Kyungnam provinces. Results of testing the model showed that social-face sensitivity, social comparison,
body surveillance, and body dissatisfaction mediated the association between perfectionism and the intention
of plastic surgery. Mean differences were found between young and middle-aged women in the levels of
social-face sensitivity, social comparison, body surveillance, and body dissatisfaction, and the intention of
plastic surgery. The best fitting model of the intention of plastic surgery varied between the two women
groups. Specifically, fully-mediated model fitted the data better for young women, whereas partially-
mediated model fitted the data better for middle-aged women. Implications for future research and

practice on the intention of plastic surgery are discussed.

Key words : intention of cosmetic surgery, perfectionism, Social-face sensitivity, social comparison, body surveillance,

body~dissatisfaction
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