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The reasons of suicide-related ideation and behavior

and the reasons for not choosing suicide among College Students

Hyesun Lee Sungyeon Kim II Park
QPR Suicide Prevention Center Korea University Korea Military Academy
Yeojung Kang Jiyoung Lee Junghye Kwon

Korea University

The purpose of the present study was to investigate the reasons that might lead college students to
contemplate suicide seriously and the reasons which they choose not to commit a suicide. Semi-structured
interview was arranged to 18 college students who met criteria for the research purpose. Statements were
selected through case studies. Several clusters and their degree of importance were computed by concept
mapping method. The results for the reasons of suicide-related behavior were grouped into five clusters
including ‘disappointment at oneself and hopelessness’, ‘feeling of not being accepted’, ‘feeling of isolation
and frustration’, ‘thoughts of incompetence’, ‘unbearable surrounding conditions’. Four clusters for the
reasons of choosing not to commit a suicide were, ‘change in perspectives’, ‘worries about family and
friends’, ‘social supporters’, and ‘fear of death’. On the basis of current results, implications of suicide

prevention and suggestions for the future research are discussed.

Key words : Undergraduate students, Suicide ideation, Reason, Reasons for not choosing suicide, Concept mapping

- 728 -



