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The Association between Emotional Abuse and
Borderline Personality Trait:

The Mediating Effects of Rejection Sensitivity and Social Support

Ha, Su Hong Moon Sun Chang

Kyungpook National University

The study was aimed to examine the mediational effects of rejection sensitivity and social support on the
relations between emotional abuse and borderline personality trait. A partially mediational model was fitted
to the data, in which the direct effects of a child emotional abuse experience, rejection sensitivity and
social support and its indirect effects through rejection sensitivity and social support on borderline
personality trait were assumed. The results were as follows. First, findings in the study revealed that an
alternative model was best fitted to the model. Specifically, in the model, an emotional abuse showed the
direct effect on bordetline personality as well as the indirect effect through rejection sensitivity and social
support. Second, the current study showed that significant differences between those with and without
borderline personality trait was found for all relevant variable factors. The implications of the study are

discussed.

Key words : child abuse, bovderline personality, social support, vejectzon sensitivity

- 852 -



