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The Mediating Effect of Soothing Ability and Perceived Social
Support In The Relation between Object Relation Level and

Empathic Ability of Adolescence.

Seul-ae Kim Jung Ha

Jeonju University

This study examined the mediating effect of soothing ability and perceived social support on the relation
between object relation level and empathic ability of adolescence. The 563 participants were recruited from
middle and high schools in South Korea and answered questionnaires in which their separation-
individuation level, empathic ability, self-report of soothing ability, and perceived social support level were
measured. The correlational analysis and structural equation modeling(SEM) were employed to evaluate the
hypothesized model. Results revealed that;; the object relation level, soothing ability, and perceived social
support on the relationships were significantly positively correlated with empathic ability. Two models were
compared in terms of model fit and its appropriateness. Findings in this study showed that the link
between object relation level and empathic ability was partial mediated by soothing ability and perceived

social support. The implication of this result and suggestions for future study are discussed.
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