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The Career Decision Making Experience
Appeared in Career Stories of College Students Whose
Majors Mismatch Their Desired Job

Jin-Hee Kim

Luther University

The purpose of this study was to analyze career stories of college students whose majors mismatch their
desired job, discern the experience of their career decision making, and identify this process and pattern.
Participants were college seniors who currently experience the mismatch between their majors and their
desired job and prepare for career in other areas. Author interviewed the participants while applying career
stories, one of narrative approach. The interviewed data were analyzed the interviewed data according to
grounded theory method. The main phenomenon was ‘wavering’ which was revealed in this study. The
core categories was found as ‘recovering own significance by integration and expansion’. The process was
4 phases like ‘stagnation phase’, ‘new self-understanding’, ‘major conversion and expansion phase’, and
‘career rediscover phase’. The type ‘recovering own significance by integration and expansion’ was
identified 5 types like ‘conflict type’, ‘romantic type’, ‘deliberation type’, ‘strategy type’, and

‘integration type’.

Key words : mismatch between majors and desived job, career decision making, constructivism, caveer story, career

coumseling, gromnded theory
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