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Qualitative research on career choices and
graduate program experiences of

female graduate students in Science and Engineering

Min Sun Kim Ji Woong Yang Kyu Jin Yon

Semyung University Keimyung University Sogang University

The purpose of the study was to explore female graduate students’ career choices and their experiences as
women in Science and Engineering. Eight female graduate students, who have enrolled more than 4
semesters in Science and Engineering at top ranked universities in South Korea, were recruited as
participants. Consensual Qualitative Research (CQR) was used to explore participants’ career choices and
graduate program experiences. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with participants for an average
of 1 hour. As a result of CQR, six domains including “motivation for entering graduate programs”,
“adjustment to the male-centered culture”, “negative experiences as a woman”, “positive experiences in
graduate program”, “multiple-role”, and “role model”, and 23 categories emerged. Based on findings,
interventions and suggestions to assist with adjustment of female graduate students in Science and

Engineering were presented, and limitations of the present study and suggestions for future study were

further discussed.

Key words : female graduate students in Science and Engineering, graduate program experience, non-traditional career

choice, Consensual Qualitative Research
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