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The Effects of Rejection Sensitivity on Interpersonal Problems of
University Students: The Mediating Effect of Ambivalence over
Emotional Expressiveness

An, Seon-Kyeong Chung, Yeo-Ju

Korea National University of Education

This study examined the mediation effects of ambivalence over emotional expressiveness on the relationship
between rejection sensitivity and interpersonal problems. Survey data was collected from 357 university
students using RSQ, AEQ-K, KIIP-SC. Result were as follows: First, the measurement model consisting of
rejection sensitivity, self-defensive ambivalence, relation-involved ambivalence and interpersonal problems fit
the data well. Second, competitive model 2 was selected over research model and competitive model 1 for
the final research model (NFI=.927, TLI=920, GFI=.925, CFI=.944, RMSEA=.089). Third, the
relationship between relation-involved ambivalence and interpersonal problems was fully mediated by
self-defense ambivalence. Fourth, an order-based double mediating effect on interpersonal problems
occurred: relation-involved ambivalence preceded self-defensive ambivalence in the relationship between

rejection sensitivity and interpersonal problems. Implications and limitations were further discussed.

Key words : university students, rejection sensitivity, interpersonal Problem, ambivalence over emotional expressiveness,
self-cefensive ambivalence, relation-involved ambivalence
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