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The relationship between covert narcissism and social interaction anxiety:
The mediating effects of internalized shame and
the gap between self-presentation motivation and expectancy

Ha Young Na Tae Seob Shin

Hanyang University Ewha Womans University

This study aims to present a hypothesized modification model developed to examine the structural
relationships between covert narcissism, internalized shame, self-presentation motivation and expectation and
social interaction anxiety. Participants included 372 college students. Major findings are as follows: First,
all variables showed significant correlations. Second, the structural model used to examine the relationship
between covert narcissism, social interaction anxiety, internalized shame, and the gap between
self-presentation motivation and expectancy, was valid. All paths of the hypothesized model, except for the
direct path from covert narcissism to social interaction anxiety, were significant. Third, after verifying the
modification model, except for the direct path from covert narcissism to social interaction anxiety, it was
found that the full mediation model, especially with regards to simplicity, surpassed the initial meditation

model.

Key words : covert narcissism, social interaction anxiety, intemalized shame, the gap between self-presentation
motivation and expectancy
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