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2016, Vol. 28, No. 3, 659-694

Study on Cognitive Hierarchy of Pathological Narcissism Subtypes:
Applying Constructivist’s Repertory Grid Technique

Seon Jeong Hwang Seong Ho Cho

Traveltomind Counseling Institute The Catholic University of Korea

The aim of this study were to categorize subtypes of pathological narcissism and examine the cognitive
hierarchy of each subtype. Out of 128 individuals who met the Pathological Narcissism Inventory cut off
score, 93 subjects were selected through repertory grid interview. Cluster analysis using two factors from
gach category, cognitive contents (grandiosity, vulnerability) and cognitive structures (differentiation,
integration) to identify how subjects are subdivided. As a result, four significant subtypes were verified:
Differentiated, Grandiose Integrated, Vulnerable, and Vulnerable Grandiose. To investigate the cognitive
hierarchical characteristics of each subtype, core constructs were drawn from the repertory grid technique
and subsequently rated in two categories: grandiosity and vulnerability. One-way ANOVA was conducted
to determine the influence on intensity, CTR, and distances of each core construct of subtypes. Results
indicated that each subtype shows significant difference regarding intensity and CTR of core constructs.

Implications and limitations of this study were addressed.

Key words : subtypes of pathological narcissism, repertory Grid technique, cognitive hierarchy, core constructs
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