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The Effect of Emotional Abuse on Children’s Overt and Relational Aggression:
Mediation Effect of Rejection Sensitivity by Gender

Eun-Sil Byun Joo-Young Lee
Department of Child Development and Education, Dongduk Women's University

This study was to examine the effect of emotional abuse on children’s overt and relational aggression and
the mediation effect of rejection sensitivity (RS). A data of 565 5th and 6th grade students was analyzed.
The results were as follows. The gender differences appeared in the major variables except for the
relational aggression. While boys' emotional abuse and overt aggression were significantly higher than girls,
RS was significantly higher in girls. Significant correlations were found among emotional abuse, overt and
relational aggression and RS. Among the three RS forms including anxiety, angry, and depression, only
angry RS partially mediated a relationship between emotional abuse and overt aggression in both boys and
girls. In the relationship between emotional abuse and relational aggression, angry and anxiety RS had
significant mediation effects where anxiety RS inhibited boys' relational aggression. No mediation effect was

found for girls between emotional abuse and relational aggression.

Key words : Emotional Abuse, Overt Aggression, Relational Aggression, Anxiety Rejection Sensitivity, Angry Rejection
Sersitivity, Depression Rejection Sersitivity
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