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Concept Mapping of Work-Family Reconciliation
of Men in Dual-Income Families

Eunseon Park Eunyoung Son Jeesuk Lim

Myongji University Ewha Womans University

This study explored and identified the conceptual structure of how men in dual-income families understand
and experience work-family reconciliation. Using the concept mapping method (Trochim, 1989), a total of
91 ideas were extracted from interviews conducted with a focus group comprised of 10 husbands in
dual-income families with children under the age of 18. The concept map was generated after conducting
multidimensional scaling and hierarchical cluster analysis. Results yielded 2 dimensions (1) role domain (2)
- strategy versus needs - emotion domain and 6 clusters including (1) role assignment strategy with wife
(2) perceived lack of appreciation for family involvement (3) supports and resources from the family (4)
recognition and resources from work and society (5) conflict between personal needs and role expectation,
and (6) thoughts of being a better father. Results and implications for therapeutic and educational

interventions for work-family reconciliation of men in dual-income families are discussed.

Key words : men in dual-income families, work-family reconciliation, concept mapping
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