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Counselor’s Reaction and Clinical Judgment
According to Counselor’s Negative Attitude and

Competence in Lesbian and Gay Counseling

Sarah Woo Sung-Kyung Yoo

Ewha Womans University

The purpose of this study was to examine whether counselor homophobia and lesbian and gay counseling
competence influenced clinical judgment and counselors’ reaction towards clients. Making use of a
quasi-experimental design, 110 counselors were randomly assigned to homosexual and heterosexual
conditions and their reaction to a fictitious intake report of a male client was observed. The analysis
demonstrated that counselors’ clinical judgment and reaction towards gay clients significantly differed
according to counselor homophobia. Counselors who exhibited higher levels of homophobia rated gay
client’s overall level of functioning to be lower than the ratings of counselors who displayed low
homophobia. Also, counselors with high levels of homophobia judged the gay client to possess more sexual
problems, and reacted more negatively overall, towards the gay client. Additionally, regardless of their
level of homophobia, counselors reported more sexual identity problems with the gay client than the
heterosexual client. Counselors’™ level of competence in lesbian and gay counseling did not appear to have

a primary effect.

Key words : Counselor honmophobic, counselor's negative attitude towards leshian and gay dients, competence in leshian
and gay counseling, dinical judgment, veaction towards lesbian and gay client
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