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A Study on the Psychological Innerness in

Female Victims of Dating Violence

Kyungeun Park Younggweon You

Semyung University Yonsei University

The purpose of this study was to analyze the psychological changes in female victims of dating abuse as
the violence escalates from psychological to physical and sexual. 19 women, with previous history of
dating abuse were interviewed and their responses were analyzed according to grounded theory. 127
concepts, 51 subcategories and 21 upper categories were deducted via open category. Causal conditions
included: ‘weird,” ‘embarrassing,” ‘painfully pleasant,” and ‘scared’ were deducted. Contextual conditions
included: ‘awareness in dating’ and ‘acceptability to violence’ were deducted. Central phenomenon was
noted as ‘experience of abnormal love.” For action/interaction strategy, ‘facing,” ‘stepping back,” ‘looking
for an alternative,” ‘imagining,” ‘remembering,” and ‘severing’ were deducted, and ‘reminiscing,” ‘relieving,’
‘scared,” and ‘nonchalant’ were deducted. Through selective coding a total of 4 types were deducted. The

types are categorized as ‘accepting,” ‘jealous,” ‘terrified” and ‘hopeless.’

Key words : dating abuse, female victims, psychological innerness, systematic perspective, interaction
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