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Social Justice Based Career/Vocational Counseling:
Implications for Counselor Role and Education

So Yeon Rhie Young Seok Seo Jae Hoon Kim

Yonsei University

As the economic recession has prolonged and lack of employment has become serious, social structural
problems such as income polarization and recruitment corruption have intensified. In this new reality,
counselors need to understand and address their client’s job stress and career problems as issues reflecting
social contradictions, not just personal ones. In social justice counseling, the client’s problems are assumed
to arise from social contradictions (e.g., oppression, discrimination, privilege), so the counselor considers and
attempts to change the social context affecting the problems. This study examines the social justice
perspective and the corresponding roles and activities of counselors specific to career/vocational counseling.
Educational models and programs to enhance the social justice competencies of career/vocational counselors
are introduced. Implications for career/vocational counselors and opportunities for future social justice in

careet/vocational counseling research are discussed.

Key words : social justice, advocacy, career counseling, vocational counseling, counselor competencies, counselor education
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