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The Current Status and Development Plans

of Counseling Certificates in South Korea

Kim In Gyu

Jeonju University

This study examined the current status and problems of both national and private counseling certificates
in Korea and searched for a potential development plan. The problems of national certificates include lack
of monopolistic licensure, lack of practical skills training and verification, lack of systematic management
system. Issues with private certificates include absence of the standard of certificate, lack of certificate
management system, and confusion of training. Enacting a counseling law, NCS-based counseling certificate
system, counseling education accreditation system, administrative regulations for management of counseling
services, and the establishment of a national organization for counseling services management and
supervision are suggested components for a development plan. As tasks for the development of counseling
certificates, establishing a single organization for the field of counseling, training of counseling policy

education and counseling policy experts, and the formation of discourse about counseling as a public

domain are discussed.

Key words : counseling certificate, counseling law, NCS, counseling education accreditation
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