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Ethical Principles for Counseling Psychologists, Code of Conduct,

and Related Laws, and the Future Prospect in South Korea

Sung-Won Moon

Woosuk University

The growing need for psychological counseling has increased the number of counselors, but quality
standards have been largely neglected. As most ethical principles for counseling psychologists in Korea are
based on legal regulations, these ethical principles and codes of conduct were explored from a legal
perspective. First, the training models and general ethical principles of counseling psychologists from the
Korean Counseling Psychological Association (KCP) were compared with principles from other Korean
associations and other countries. Then, related laws were explored to identify insufficiencies in the KCP ’s
ethical principles and code of conduct. These related laws concerned practitioner ethics and scientist ethics.
For practitioner ethics, the code of conduct related to the special act on sexual violence and privacy laws
was examined. For scientist ethics, the code of conduct related to the bioethics and research ethics laws

was reviewed. Finally, future directions for developing ethical principles are discussed.

Key words : ethical principles, privacy law, special act on sexual violence, bivethics, research ethics
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