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A Narrative Inquiry into the Relational-Life of
University Students with Experiences of Bullying

hyo jung Oh hae mee Shim

Nazarene University

This study aimed to understand relational-life of university students with experiences of bullying. The
study examined how participants experienced and organized meanings of experiences of bullying and
relational-life through the narrative inquiry proposed by Clandinin and Connelly(2000). Whereas before
being bullied the participants felt insecure due to lack of relationship, while being bullied they were
isolated without any self-care and social support. Thereafter they became more goal-oriented to escape
from repeated experiences of bullying. However, during relationship-conflicts at university, they felt
frustrated because of recalled experiences of bullying. Despite trying to find ways out of distress in
reserved relationship, they realized their desires of relational-life through rumination. Five topics are drawn

by participants with researchers: ‘being left alone’, ‘trapped in a swamp tighten further when moved’,

‘not over until it is’, ‘overdue growing pain’, and ‘nevertheless, I again’. Implications for counseling and

future research are discussed.

Key words : bullying, university student, relational-life, narrative inquiry
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