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A Grounded Theory Study of the Grieving Processes

of Bereaved Parents after the Sewol Ferry Disaster

Jiyeol Jeon" Jiyoung Shin" JoonSup Choi”
Jeong Han Kim” Dong Hun Lee”

1)Sungkyunkwan University DTexas Tech University Health Science Center

The aim of this study was to explore the grieving process of Sewol Ferry disaster victims families using
Strauss and Cobin's grounded theory. For this purpose, we analyzed 17 in-depth interviews of bereaved
families which had been conducted at two years after the sewol ferry disaster. In open coding, 150
concepts, 53 subcategories, and 23 categories emerged from the data. In axial coding, the causal
conditions had 2 categories (eg., sudden disaster, unbelievable death of a child). The contextual conditions
had 10 categories (eg., reaction of local residents, lack of support from mass media). The central
phenomenon had 1 category (eg., life overwhelmed by unbearable sadness and anger). The intervening
conditions had 3 categories (eg., social grieving). Strategies had 3 categories (eg., remembering the shadow
of their child). Consequences had 4 categories (eg., enduring with memories of their child). In process
analysis, the grieving stages of Sewol Ferry disaster victims' families were 5 stages (shock/denial,
sadness/anger, depression/helplessness/frustration, isolation/communality, maintaining complicated grief/a sense

of calling). A multi-layered structure of the grieving processes of bereaved parents and plans for support

are presented.

Key words : Sewol ferry disaster, bereaved parents, grief, grounded theory
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