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SD=542)9ct A+ FozEe] sHe g
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Counselors’ Belief in a Just World for Others and
Attitudes toward Racial/Ethnic Minorities:
The Mediating Role of Attribution of Blame

Keun Young Baek

Myongji University

The present study examined the mediation effect of the attribution of blame on the link between belief in
a just world for others (BJW-O) and attitudes toward racial/ethnic minorities by analyzing responses from
208 counselors. Results indicated that counselors with higher levels of BJW-O were more likely to
attribute blame to racial/ethnic minorities for their difficulties in South Korea. This led to counselors’
negative thoughts about racial/ethnic minorities, which in turn influenced their negative feelings and
behavioral intentions toward them. The association between BJW-O and thoughts about racial/ethnic
minorities was fully mediated by attribution of blame. The association between attribution of blame and
negative feelings toward racial/fethnic minorities was fully mediated by thoughts about them. The
association between thoughts about racial/ethnic minorities and behavioral intentions toward racial/ethnic
minorities was partially mediated by negative feelings toward them. Implications for future research and

counselor education are discussed.

Key words : belief in a just world for others, attitude toward raciallethnic minorities, multicultural counseling,

attribution of blame, counselors’ attitudes
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