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The Effects of Childhood Traumatic Experience and
Dispositional Optimism on Interpersonal Problems in College Students:
Mediating Effects of Disconnection and Rejection Scheme
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The purpose of this study was to investigate the mediating effects of disconnection and rejection scheme
on the effects of childhood trauma and dispositional optimism on interpersonal problems. Participants were
592 college students in Gyeonggi province who were surveyed on childhood trauma, dispositional
optimism, interpersonal problems, disconnection and rejection scheme. Based on existing research and
theory, the investigators created two structural models. In one model childhood trauma and dispositional
optimism indirectly affected interpersonal relationships through disconnection and rejection scheme. In the
other model childhood trauma and dispositional optimism indirectly influenced interpersonal problems
through disconnection and rejection scheme, and through disconnection and rejection scheme. The results
indicated that childhood trauma did not directly affect interpersonal problems, but affected them indirectly
through disconnection and rejection scheme. On the other hand, dispositional optimism directly affected

interpersonal problems and also affected them indirectly through disconnection and rejection scheme.

Key words : Childhood trauma, dispositional optimism, disconnection and rvejection scheme, interpersonal problems, college

Students
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