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This study explored the experiences of family members of terminal cancer patients hospitalized in hospice
wards. Many family caregivers in such situations are enveloped by a fear of death and experience high
rates of physical, psychosocial, and economic burden, as well as lower quality of life. Because of those
factors they can become ‘hidden patients.” Data were collected through in-depth interviews with 15 family
caregivers of patients with terminal cancer hospitalized in hospice wards. The data were analyzed using
Van-Manen's hermeneutic phenomenological approach. The findings were organized into 124 central
meanings, 45 themes, and 15 essential themes and rearranged into Van-Manen's four fundamental
existentials of lived body, lived space, lived time, and lived human relation. Based on these findings,

implications for supporting the family members of terminal cancer patients in hospice care are discussed.
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