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This study examined the moderated mediation effect of emotional support on the influence of fear of
negative/positive evaluation and self-concealment on social anxiety in college students. Participants were
422 college students in Seoul, Gyeonggi-do, and Incheon who completed an online survey. The results
indicated that fear of negative and positive evaluation had significant positive correlations with
self-concealment and social anxiety. Self-concealment had a significant positive correlation with social
anxiety. However, emotional support showed significant negative correlations with fear of negative/positive
evaluation, self-concealment, and social anxiety. Additionally, self-concealment partially mediated the
relationship between fear of negative/positive evaluation and social anxiety. Whereas, emotional support
moderated the relationship between fear of positive evaluation and self-concealment. Finally, the indirect
effect of fear of positive evaluation through self-concealment on social anxiety was moderated by emotional

support. Based on these results, implications and limitations of the study are presented.
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