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The purpose of this study was to explore heterosexual men and women's perceptions of gay men using
the concept-mapping method. Seventeen heterosexual men and women were interviewed and a total of 90
statements were extracted. After conducting a multidimensional scaling analysis and cluster analysis with
the statements, participants’ perceptions were classified into five categories along two dimensions. The two
dimensions were ‘negative-positive,” and ‘evaluative-sympathetic.” The five categories, in order of
importance, were ‘vulnerable psychosocial characteristics,” ‘socially unacceptable,” ‘positive characteristics,’
‘promiscuous behavior,” and ‘gender and sex-related characteristics.” This research investigated the structural
characteristics and undetlying dimensions of the perceptions of adult heterosexuals about gay men, which

has implications for educating counselors and raising awareness of potential biases.
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