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The Difference in Ex-Offenders’ Violent Trauma in Childhood,
Self-Resilience, and Active/Passive Coping Strategies
by Recidivism and Housing Service Type
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The purpose of the current study was to investigate the difference in ex-offenders’ psychological symptoms
(violent trauma in childhood, resilience, active coping strategy, and passive coping strategy) by recidivism
and housing service type (housing or accommodation service). A multiple indicator/multiple cause (MIMIC)
approach was applied to examine difference among these psychological symptoms in a sample of 820
ex-offenders who had been receiving services from the Korea Rehabilitation Agency. Results showed that
the recidivism group had higher scores in violent trauma in childhood, but lower scores in resilience and
in active coping strategies. In addition, the recidivism-accommodation service group had higher violent
trauma in childhood and lower resilience, active coping strategy, and passive coping strategy than the
recidivism-housing service group. The non-recidivism-accommodation service group also had higher violent
trauma in childhood and lower resilience and active coping strategies than the non-recidivism-housing
service group. Implications and limitations of this study are discussed.

Key words : Recidivism, Ex-Offenders, Violent Trauma in Childhood, Self-Resilience, Coping Strategies, Housing

Service, Accommodation Service
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