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The Need for Statutes in the Field
of Psychological Counseling in South Korea

Sang-min Lee

Korea University / Professor

As the need for psychological counseling services has increased in South Korea, psychological counseling
centers have proliferated. As such, concerns about unprofessionalism and potential ethical problems have
also increased. This manuscript examined and analyzed the limitations of current statues for psychological
counseling in South Korea. Additionally, statutes for psychological counseling in the United States,
Germany, Malaysia, Taiwan, and Japan were compared and analyzed to derive information that could help
with the enactment of statutes in South Korea. It was determined that models from smaller countries
with unified laws such as Germany, Taiwan, and Japan would provide the best road-map for statute
implementation in South Korea. Finally, the author discusses the importance of self-reflection and

self-improvement by individuals in the psychological counseling field as well as standardization of education

and training.

Key words : psychological counseling, statutes for psychological counseling, overseas cases, counseling ethics, comnseling law
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