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The Difficulty of Ethical Behavior
According to Counselors’ Developmental Level

Sanghwa Jeong Myoung Ja Keum

Daegu University / Student Daegu University / Professor

This study examined counselors’ ethics-related expetience and behavior based on counseling career
developmental level and supervision experience. A questionnaire was developed using in-depth interviews
with counselors, and 479 data were collected. The results indicated that novice counselors reported a lower
frequency of ethical issues than counselors with middle and high level of counseling expetience. Primary
ethical issues identified were related to areas including: qualification courses, personal neglect, counselor
anxiety, conflict with institutions, professional judgment, and preparation for improving counseling services.
Novice counselors tended to prioritize personal convenience and qualification preparation, while more
experienced counselors reported ethical conflicts related to the process of developing belief in their own

professional judgment, and exerting flexibility. Based on the results, implications for ethics education and

follow-up studies by developmental level are discussed.

Key words : counseling ethics, ethical issues, counselors development level, counselors ethics development
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