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Exploring South Korean Heterosexuals’ Attitudes Towards
Same-Sex Relationships, Lesbians, and Gays:
A Qualitative Study

Ae-Kyung Jung Eunhui Yoon
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Department of Education, Assistant Professor ~ Department of Educational Psychology and
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The purpose of this study is exploring South Korean heterosexuals’ attitudes towards same-sex

relationships(SSR), lesbians, and gays(LGs). The authors of the study interviewed 12 adults who identify as
cis-gender heterosexuals. After qualitative comparative analysis was used, the following themes emerged: 1)
Paths to learning about SSR and LGs, 2) Feelings of discomfort with SSR and LGs, 3) Beliefs in the
origins of same-sex attraction, and LGs identities, 4) Expectations of hetero-based relationships, marriages,
and reproduction as the norm, 5) Belief that discrimination of sexual minorities does not even exist, and
not wanting to be aware, 6) Willingness to better understand SSR, and LGs, 7) Beliefs that
Korean-specific cultural norms must be maintained, and 8) Opposition against violence and hate speech to
sexual minorities, but beliefs that sexual minorities need to take more action to advocate for themselves.

Implications for future research were discussed in the social justice context.

Key words : heterosexual-attitude, sexual-orientation, same-sex-relationship, heteronormativity, sexual-minority,

qualitative-study, constani-comparison-method
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