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This study examined how sexual minorities have been discussed and understood in the South Korean
counseling literature by conducting a content analysis of research on sexual minorities. This study analyzed
84 articles published from 2000 to June 2019, focusing on research topics, subjects, and methodologies.
The analysis indicated that the annual number of publications in this area has been increasing
continuously since 2000. Research topics in order of frequency were: the relationship between sexual
minority identity and mental health-related variables(36.9%), understandings of the experiences of sexual
minorities(20.2%), counseling competencies for sexual minority clients(19.0%), content analyses(8.3%), and
perceptions of sexual minorities(7.1%). Members of the general public were the most commonly studied
research subjects. Research methodologies used in order of frequency were: quantitative, qualitative, content

analysis, and mixed-methods. The implications of the findings and recommendations for future research are

provided.
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