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95% CI
/\113];5;} FF Effect SE t
Low High
-1SD 29 .02 11.92" 24 33
Mean 23 .02 10.45™ .19 28
+1SD 17 03 633" 12 22

. Mp<.001

- 2104 -
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This study investigated whether insecure adult attachment mediates the relationship between emotional
neglect and borderline personality traits, and the moderated mediation effect of mentalization. A total of
317 students completed questionnaires, with data from 295 analyzed. The analyses indicated that
emotional neglect in childhood affected borderline personality traits by impacting the mediation effect of
insecure attachment. Additionally, mentalization moderated the impact of attachment anxiety on bordetline
personality traits. Finally, mentalization had a moderated mediation effect on the relationship among
emotional neglect, attachment anxiety and bordetline personality traits. This implies that emotional neglect
in childhood impedes the development of secure attachments and affects borderline personality traits. The
results also suggest that mentalization reduces the effect of insecure attachment on borderline personality

traits resulting from childhood emotional neglect. Implications, limitations, and directions for future

research are discussed.
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