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st A7t Yeidth &, FojutolAEL 4
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This study explored the professional competence problems of counseling trainees from the perspectives of
peer trainees. To this end, 14 counseling trainees with more than two years of counseling experience
completed counseling ethics-related education, and experienced peer trainees with professional competence
problems were interviewed in-depth. The data were analyzed using constructivist grounded theory. The
results indicated that participants experienced ethical, personal, and knowledge/technical problems as a
matter of professional competence problems of their peers. The participants coped with such problems at
the individual level using strategies such as direct response, indirect assistance, ambivalent attitude,
maintaining distance, and not dealing. The participants also reported that the agency recognized and
addressed the problems of peers. The problems were found to have affected not only the performance of

the trainees, but also the dynamics of the group to which they belonged. Implications for counseling

education and future research directions are discussed.
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