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Exploration of Bereaved Families’ Stigma Experiences Five
Years after the Sewol Ferry Disaster: The Application of the
Social Cognitive Model of Stigma to the Ferry Family Council
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The current study explored the experiences of stigma in the bereaved families of the victims of the Sewol
Ferry disaster, 5 years later. Data were collected through interviews with 15 parents belonging to the
4.16 Sewol Ferry Family Council, and analyzed using thematic analysis based on Corrigan and Kosyluk's
Social Cognitive Model of Stigma. Experiences of stigma were classified into public stigma and self-stigma,
which were divided into stereotype, prejudice and discrimination. In public stigma, stereotype had 6
categories (e.g., “uncomfortable to be with”), prejudice had 6 categories (e.g., “uncomfortable”), and
discrimination had 5 categories (e.g., “keeping away”). In self-stigma, stereotypes had 3 categories (e.g.,
“to consider oneself a sinner”), prejudice had 2 categories (e.g., “guilt”), and discrimination had 3
categories (e.g., “withdrawal from society”). In addition, 5 categories of protective factors against social

stigma were derived.

Key words : Sewol Ferry Disaster, 5 years after, bereaved parents, stigma, social cognitive model of stigma
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