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The Relationship between Perceived Parental Psychological Control

and Social Problem-Solving Ability in Middle School Students:
The Mediating Effects of Perfectionistic Self-Presentation and
Avoidance Coping
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This study investigated the mediating effects of perfectionistic self-presentation and avoidance coping in the
relationship between perceived parental psychological control and social problem-solving ability. Participants
were 284 middle school students who completed the Psychological Control Scale-Youth Self-Report, the
Perfectionistic  Self-Presentation Scale-Korean Version, Problem Orientation Scale, and Coping Strategy
Indicator Scale. Parental psychological control had a significant negative correlation with social
problem-solving abilities; however, it did not have a significant direct effect. Additionally, the mediating
role of perfectionistic self-presentation in the relationship between parental psychological control and social
problem-solving ability was confirmed. The mediating role of avoidance coping in the relationship between
parental psychological control and social problem-solving ability was also confirmed. Finally, the double
mediated effect of perfectionistic self-presentation and avoidance coping in the relationship between parental

psychological control and social problem-solving ability was confirmed. Implications, limitations and

directions for future research are discussed.

Key words : middle school students, paremtal psychological control, perfectionistic self-presentation, avoidance coping, social

problem-solving abiliry

- 1132 -



