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Relations between Parentification Types, Rejection Sensitivity
and Depression: Comparison of Adolescents
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The purpose of this study was to identify the types of parentification based on latent profile analysis
(LPA) and to examine the differences in the distribution of parentification types based on adolescent
sibling groups. Participants were divided into two groups: those with siblings with disability (SW/) and
those with siblings without disability (SW/O). This study also aimed to verify whether the types of
parentification and sibling groups influenced rejection sensitivity and depression. Data from 130 SW/
adolescents and 149 SW/O adolescents were collected. The results of LPA suggested that a 4-type
solution was the best fit for the data: low-parentification, medium-parentification, high-parentification I :
instrumental-emotional type, high-parentification II: dysfunctional type. Moreover, the distribution of
types of parentification of SW/ differed from that of SW/O. Lastly, the interaction effects of types of
parentification and sibling groups on rejection sensitivity and depression were statistically significant. The

implications for psychological support for SW/ adolescents were discussed.

Key words : siblings of individuals with disability, paventification, vejection sensitivity, depression, LPA
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