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The purpose of this study was to explore post-prostitute women’s losses and grief process as a result of
their prostitution experience. This necessitated the use of a qualitative research method to better
understand individuals’ internal experiences. In-depth interviews with 5 participants were conducted, and
data were collected using Giorgi's phenomenological method. As a result, 80 core meanings, 28 themes,
and 7 categories were derived. Seven categories are as follows: ‘initiation and continuation factors of
prostitution’, ‘harassment and abuse from various prostitution industries’, ‘type of losses’, ‘grief process
for the identified losses’, ‘the process of disenfranchised grief”, ‘the factors that help the grieving
process’, ‘the factors that hinder the grieving process’. Through the findings, the circumstances of the
losses, the types of identified losses, and the factors that affect the grief process were identified.
Post-prostitute women’s losses were not recognized and validated due to social and self-stigma. The

implications and limitations of this study were discussed.
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