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A Study on the Effect of Fear of Success,
Achievement Motivation, and Sex-role Identity
on Career Decision Making

Kye-Shik Yoo Jae-Chang Lee
Hong Ik University

The purpose of this study is to explore how fear of success, achievement motivation,
and sex-role identity affect career decision making of college students, as measured by the
Assessment of Career Decision Making(ACDM) and Personal Attributes Questionnaire
(PAQ). The subjects for this study consisted of 866 male and 362 female students from
two universities ih the metropolitan area of Seoul.

The results for the study are as follows: No significant differences were found in fear of
success scale between male and female groups. However, there were significant differences
between groups classified by the types of sex-role identity scale. Students scored low in
the fear of success scale have higher scores in masculine type scale and androgynous type
scale, while the type of career decision making was more rational and the levels of career
decision making appears in high level. Using stepwise method of multiple regression
analysis, the results revealed that achievement motivation scale was most positively
correlated with rational score of career decision making types and school adjustment level
of the career decision malking. Initiative scale of masculine characteristics was most
positively correlated with the planning career orientation, and major level of career decision
making. There were some differences in the result of stepwise method of multiple
regression analysis between male and female groups; for the male students, achievement

motivation scale is most positively correlated with school adjustment score of career deci-
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sion making, while for female students, initiative scale of masculine characteristics was
most positively correlated with it. And for male students, fear of success scale was
negatively correlated with the score of planning career orientation level, while for female
students it was negatively correlated with the score of school adjustment level.

The results of the study suggested that when career guidance and counseling program
is planned for college students, it is important to consider personal characteristics instead
of gender classification. Especially, it seemed very crucial to provide training programs for
female students to develop initiative characteristics and related personal skills of masculine

characteristics of sex-role identity and achievement motivation.
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