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The Relationship between Academic Ranking and
Self-Esteem in Medical and General University Students:
The Mediating Effect of Academic Self-Concept Moderated by
Contingency of Self-Worth (Superiority)
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This study investigated the empirical associations between academic ranking, academic self-concept, the
contingency of self-worth based on superiority, and self-esteem among South Korean medical school
students and university students. Mediation and moderated mediation analyses indicated that academic
self-concept was a significant mediator between academic ranking and self-esteem. Furthermore, this
mediation model was moderated by contingency of self-worth (superiority). The study utilized responses
from 307 university students, analyzed using SPSS version 28.0 and the PROCESS macro version 4.0. The
findings indicated that academic self-concept mediated the relationship between academic ranking and
self-esteem in both groups. However, no significant differences were observed in path coefficients relating
to academic ranking, academic self-concept, and self-esteem between the two groups. Notably, the
mediation of academic self-concept, moderated by the contingency of self-worth (superiority), was only
significant among medical school students. The implications, limitations of the study, and suggestions for

future research were discussed.

Key words : Medical school student, Academic ranking, Academic self concept, Self-esteem, Comtingency of self-worth
(Superiority)
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