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The effects of callous-unemotional traits
and narcissistic personality

on delinquency of adolescents on probation across gender

Bo-kyung Song Joo-Young Lee

Department of Child Development and Education, Dongduk Women's University

The purpose of this study was to identify the effects of callous-unemotional traits and narcissistic
personality on delinquency of adolescents on probation. A total of 295 adolescents on probation completed
self-report questionnaires including the Korean Inventory of Callous-Unemotional traits, Narcissistic
Personality Criterion, and Youth self-report. The results were as follows. Gitls showed more delinquent
problems and girls’ delinquency showed greater correlation with callousness while boys’ delinquency
showed greater correlation with lack of emotional expression. The CU traits were highly correlated with
narcissistic personality. Results of hierarchical multiple regression analysis showed that when CU trait was
controlled, narcissistic personality had significant predictive power for delinquency and this power was

higher in girls. The implications and limitations of this study were further discussed.
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