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Emotional Characteristics of Narcissists with

Grandiosity and Vulnerability

Jin-Won Yan‘gT Seok-Man Kwon
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This study seeks to empirically identify the emotional characteristics of narcissistic grandiosity and vulnerability
using a measure that assesses a wide range of narcissism. In study I, Pathological Narcissism Inventory(PNI),
which measures pathological narcissism, was translated into Korean and was validated. Study II was conducted
to examine the emotional characteristics of people with narcissistic grandiosity and narcissistic vulnerability.
Grandiosity subscales showed positive correlation with positive affect, but showed no significant correlation with
depression and negative affect. On the other hand, vulnerability subscales showed positive correlation with
depression and negative affect but negative correlation with positive affect. Both narcissistic grandiosity and
vulnerability showed positive correlation with trait anger. For further analysis, narcissists were divided into
grandiose group and vulnerable group based on their relative levels of PNI ’s grandiosity score and vulnerability
score. The grandiose group showed more positive affect than the vulnerable group. The vulnerable group showed
higher level of depression and negative affect. However, no significant difference in the trait anger score was
observed between the vulnerable group and the grandiose group. The finding of this research suggests that

emotional characteristics vary according to two factors of narcissism. The implications, limitations and suggestions

for future study are discussed.
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Table 2
Goodness of Fit Index of the Model

Model CFI TLI

RMESA

6 factors first order model 913 .902 .051

2 factors second order model 912 .902 051

Note. CFI = Comparative Fit Index; TLI = Tucker- Lewis

Index; RMSEA = Root Mean Square Error of

Approximation.

239 AL A CFl=913, TLI=.902,
RMSEA=.051(90% CI: .045~.050)% E&o] &
Fs HoAFAT 9AA 23 eQlFx
239 AFE A4+ CFl=912, TLI=.902,
RMSEA=.05(90% CI: .045~.056)2A] 6702] 12}
Q013 2709 23 @010 ' FAH A A
T2 GA JHg Aoz YEhyrh g9l
1EA 9] AE A|FE Table 20 A|A| 8}
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Figure 1. Hierarchical factor structure of the PNI; SSSE = Self-Sacrificing Self-
Enhancement; GF = Grandiose Fantasy; EXP = Exploitativeness; CSE = Contingent

Self- Esteem; ER = Entitlement Rage; DEV = Devaluing
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Table 3
PNI Scale Intercorrelations (N = 300)
1 2 3 4 5 6 Grandiosity

1. CSE

2. GF 36"

3. DEV 58" 14"

4. EXP 04" 29" -09%

5. ER 62" 327 -48™ .06

6. SSSE 49™ 33" 327 18" 34"

Grandiosity 43" 86" 18" 617 357 657

vulnerability 91" 34 78" 01 79 48" 40"
Note. CSE = Contingent Self-Esteem; GF = Grandiose Fantasy; DEV = Devaluing; EXP = Exploitativeness; ER

= Entitlement Rage; SSSE =
"y < 0L
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1o} AEENDSE A7]oh 4 A=NPD, 7
B4 A71o] AEHSNS, AZ1NA A
2 Z(NPDS)9}e] FHAAE 4 ¥

Self-Sacrificing Self-Enhancement.

Table 4
Correlations among Narcissism Measures
NPI HSNS NPDS
PNI
Total 30" AT 60
Grandiosity 56" 23" 45"
Vulnerability 05 517 56°

Note. PNI = Pathological Narcissism Inventory; NPI

= Narcissistic ~ Personality  Inventory; HSNS =
Hypersensitive Narcissistic Scale; NPDS = Narcissistic
Personality Disorder Scale.

< .05 p < 0L

ZAT}E Table 40 A|A3FTE PNI AA A=
NPI(»=.30, p<.01), HSNS(r=.47, p<.01), NPDS
(r=.60, p<.01) BT} frojm|gt HAFAS B
ol Ao & Uekth PNIS F oke ag1<l
S8 2 AR tE A7) HEee] A
e AU EW, 27| Sie =

Nl

=m o
= T
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=33he H &l NPI= PNIO| -tz 733t
FAZBE BHYoUr=.56, p<0l), FHFd
= fomd A#AS HolA] &tthr=.05, w).

%
xmom At 2We F2 2gote Ax
1,] _AOE/HJ,} 701-?‘51- ;Gx% /\h/}.#
Hﬁi_ﬂ(fcjl, p<.01), PNI®] SHAFIA= 9
Arhr=.23, p<.01). A}7]°|
A3} Aokek SRS 157 x3s}
¢l NPDSE PNIO| ST (=45,
Csﬂr VAR

ol
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Fepdat oy Aeld 5453t
& A¥E, PNIY| g
gt FA AdHE HAthr=.34,
FFge FAAr=40, p<.0l), /1\_173%(7:.50,
p<0D, FA0=35, p<oDIF} fFeIm|TF P
S HQl Wk, AEZe=-39, p<onTe=
%ﬂlﬂf‘a 72 *JT&_-% Uit o] Aol A
A ST FHd 8<lol

g
Z
1o
ol
ol
L
[‘E
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Z(r=-20, p<0DTE= Fonz FA AHS
Uebia, 98 e=.60, p<.01), AE7Hr=.28,
p<O0hF= frofmigt 4 Fas Bk o
£ PNI+= NPI®} FHEE HAx2ZA] HALA
o Aledest BES 2T F UE Aof
A EAS ZHete AE9S AlAleh

il =

Table 5
Correlations of the PNI and NPl with Other Psychological Characteristic Variables
ASGS IPIP IPIP RSES AQ-K
(Shame) (Extraversion) (Neuroticism) (Self-esteem) (Aggression)
PNI
Total +.22™ +.08"" +.38" -18" 31"
Grandiosity -127 +.34" +.027" +.12"" 15"
Vulnerability +.40"™ 1177 +.50" -39% 35"
NPI 47" +.60" -20" +.28" 11"

Note. PNI = Pathological Narcissism Inventory; ASGS = Adapted Shame and Guilt Scale; IPIP = Interpersonal

Personality Item Pool; RSES = Rosenberg Self-Esteem Scale; AQ-K = Aggression Questionnaire Korean version.

< .05 Ty < 0L
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1.8 SPSS for Windows(version 18.0)
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Table 6
Correlations of the PN/ Grandiosity and
Negative Affect, and Positive Affect

/ EEIA A |of et

Sthnt 2ol T2 AN S4

(=40, p<.01), T =36,
p<ODS} Fojmet A AR B, 24

A= Fongt ARE Holx]  gkgltt
(r=.06, m). ME|A A7lofe] st eciEz 4
NA Bt AnBAE Avud, U4

7 Hode EFERS BT fongt FA
oS HER WEHe=25, r=41, p<0D), -+,
TR, 88 % AEAQ FAHAE
Bk S-S SBBAL Fenld BH
AHE B Whe=32, p<01), & 2
AM e frone ARAAE HolA] ¥skth
(r=.03, r=.06, ns). FFFL +&(=.38, p<.01),
FRYM =47, p<onS Fovlgh A A
ooy St FHepdztel dEe AR
(r=40, p<.01°] EATTI= A 1E o,
A71o0e] sk aldt GAA EAde] @i Sl

=)
24

b4

L AuAe 4Rwde Bvze A
2 49

Vulnerability with Depression, Trait Anger,

PNI
Total Grandiosity ~ Vulnerability =~ Depression ~ Trait anger Negative affect
BDI (Depression) 28" .03 38"
STAXI-K (Trait anger) 407 25" 417 33"
PANAS (Negative affect) 36" .06 47 56 45"
PANAS (Positive affect) .06 32" -13 -25" 15" -01

Note. PNI = Pathological Narcissism Inventory; BDI =

Beck Depression Inventory; STAXI-K=

State-Trait Anger

Expression Inventory-Korean version; PANAS = Positive and Negative affect Schedule.

< .05 p < 01
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4 Ade 2% 54 Jd 2o PN FH o]
Foulal wkom, g ekl Hoky
3 Skt

W felug A5 Aol HolA @
4

Y A AT 3

oA et ofm|gk zte]lE WYEE, F2, 146=76.131,
E AEgT B & Aol AR R p<o0l, WA HE, FHeHd A A A
W pEgoR sud PuE ok Pael w0 felujebl wA e N9 3
T HAEA gela] dd, e W o o Y Ee A @% T Hend Aol
g Al AR FFAME feud Aozt WYm, Fe, 146=171858, p<001, FH A
Ut E A Egit old tig ddd o, S Ad, Ezﬂ e cow fofnlst
FEA Ao P2 2k Aole] g AFEA A BA dent w3 Alde ud 5
A% 238 Table 79 AN 47 Ak 54 BE EFehm Y A
AYAZEA Az} PNI FH Al A9 22 91 NPDS 59| Aoz, Al Ad 2k o]
FoJugt Zo]E EAUT FQ, 146)=226202, 7} YERATH FQ2, 146)=26.653, p<.001l. A}:‘o;
p<00L A HF A3, Fuid JAddt A A 23, Sl JAdd HRY Jde B2
Table 7
Variance Analysis Results of Narcissism Measures for Grandiosity Group, Vulnerability
Group, and Control Group
PNI High PNI Low
Grandiosity Vulnerability Control F Scheffé
Group Group Group
(n=22) (n=22) (=105)
M(SD) M(SD) M(SD)
PNI
Total 3.01(.21) 3.25(.40) 1.91(.32) 226202 G=V>C
Grandiosity 3.76(.29) 2.88(.44) 2.29(.57) 76.131"" G>V>C
Vulnerability 2.46(.30) 3.53(.43) 1.62(:48) 171.858™ V>G>C
NPDS 72.14(14.05) 76.29(12.49) 56.48(13.41) 26,653 G=V>C
NPI 26.23(5.61) 16.05(7.14) 14.61(6.88) 26,990 G>V=C
HSNS 27.64(5.86) 31.50(5.36) 24.14(5.64) 16903 V>G=C
Note. PNI = Pathological Narcissism Inventory; NPDS = Narcissistic Personality Disorder Scale; HSNS =

Hypersensitive Narcissistic = Scale;

NPI =

Vulnerability Group; C = Control Group.

ok

» < .001.
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AAsle] BDIC] $-2, STAXI-KS| EAEN,
PANASS|] FAHGA 2 IHHA HFE vl
sttt old thd AZE Table 89 A|A8HA
o}

‘T't‘

éﬂr BDI

b/ EEIE AR|0f gEiAte] Stignt Fefgo
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ox_T_J' [lniey il

| 2 AN 5y

F9 A%, B X Aol

n) kA JERITE, FQ, 146)=14.10, p<
v A3 Az FHd Aty 2 A

U8 Ad B4
H =2

o felnlshl

STAXI.KS] EARYL Ao AL
o7t FefmstA yEhsken, Fe,

qae) £ den

Aew e,
e 7 3

146)=9.92,

Variance Analysis Results of Emotional Characteristics for Grandiosity Group, Vulnerability

Group, and Control Group

PNI High PNI Low
Grandiosity Group  Vulnerability Group ~ Control Group F Contrast Test
(n=22) (n=22) (n=105)
M(SD) M(SD) M(SD)
BDI sk
5.46(1.24) 13.05(1.32) 5.47(.58) 14.10 V>G=C
(Depression)
STAXL-K
20.68(1.09) 22.94(1.13) 17.78(.01) 9.92 G=V>C
(Trait-anger)
PANAS .
19.45(1.35) 27.40(1.40) 19.91(.63) 12.44 V>G=C
(Negative affect)
PANAS -
33.98(1.40) 26.99(1.45) 29.27(.65) 6.71 G>V=C

(Positive affect)

Note. PNI = Pathological Narcissism Inventory; BDI = Beck Depression Inventory; STAXI-K= State-Trait Anger

Expression Inventory-Korean version; PANAS = Positive and Negative affect Schedule;
= Vulnerability Group; C = Control Group.

*k ek

» < 0L ™ < .00L
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