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Primary and Secondary Psychopathic Traits and Unethical Decision
Making: Mediating Effect of Moral Emotions and Moral Disengagement”
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The aim of this study is to understand the psychological process of primary psychopath and secondary
psychopath, which produce transgressions, on the basis of previous research suggesting that primary psychopath
and secondary psychopath are different disorders. Regarding a hypothesized model, this research uses the path
model, where moral emotions and moral disengagement work between primary and secondary psychopathic traits
and unethical decision making. In addition, this research examines model fit of the hypothesized model and
identifies direct and indirect effects between them. This research uses the Levenson’s Self-Report Psychopathy
Scale, the Korean Mechanisms of Moral Disengagement Scale for Adults, moral emotions scenario scale, and
unethical decision making scale for 647 students. In addition, mediating effects were examined through structural
equation. The results were as follows. Regarding primary psychopathic traits, direct effects resulting in unethical
decision making and indirect effects for moral emotions and moral disengagement were identified. Regarding
secondary psychopathic traits, indirect effects fully meditated by moral disengagement were identified. Finally, the
implications and limitations of the results of this study are discussed and directions for future research are

suggested.
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Table 1
Classification of Moral Emotions

Positive Negative
shame
Self moral pride guilt
embarrassment
empathy contempt
sympathy anger
Other ) )
gratitude disgust
elevation
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Table 2
Descriptive Statistics of Variables
Variables Sub-factors M (SD)
Primary 34.63 (5.48)
Psychopathic traits Secondary 22,01 (3.49)
Total 56.64 (7.54)
Reprehensible conduct 246 (0.36)
Detrimental effect 2.32 (0.38)
Moral disengagement

Victim 2.47 (0.58)
Total 2.41 (0.32)
Strong 61.05(17.89)
Moral emotions Weak 71.24(17.19)
Total 66.14(16.38)
Unethical decision making 3.13 (0.93)

7} piols Zho| Al
Fo W9E 2k BAYS Avus] 9
HBENE AN 348 W9E 719
Hpe BE £9% o vetin, 1
AE Table 30 AASHAL =8 G4 o
o Bke 9B o =54 gAsh B
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el el 4A o] SQAET v,
54 44 2 189 995 4 =Y
2 Ask A% 294 3N FENE I
@ 44wl Ao, olde] nE
=
=

A[oh

Moy A4S
SR FA=g Hrehr] f8) &4
AE-AM-S AT ey goBAS

£3 2923 AT A% 3 52 A5
£ Table 49} Figure 201 A| A8} T

4% 23 24R3e ARE ASe (=
13.348(df=13, p=.421), TLI=.999, CFI=1.000,
RMSEA=.0062- % UEIGTE wepA], & A
A AR SRS HAe AAEAT

¥ & A,

A2y 4S

2 AFoME 1, 224 FHAEA EAT
&2 4 oA ko] #AlAAM =94 F
N 9 =84 ojgel WAERE AZdud
2 gA5E AT R3dse Sl A
$¥ A7RH) RIAYEE Table 59 A1)
sl HAZATE Table 69 Figure 391 A
Al SHA T

4% 2%, Q7R AR A5E o=
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Table 3
Correlations among Variables

1 Psychopathic  traits
1-1  Primary 90
1-2 Secondary 74" 397
2 Moral disengagement 417 407 257
2-1  Reprehensible conduct 377 36" 237 7"
2-2 Detrimental effect 307 317 a8t 77t 437
2-3  Victim 5 S NS © IV £ M & S ) O
3 Moral emotions Y/ S Y A VS 7 S ) A » A b
31 Weak S327 36T —13t W22 L21" -a18T 10T 947
32 Strong 2307 .33 L4 W22 L19t .23 09t 93t 747
4 Unethical decision making A1 44T 20 377 34T 31T a8t -34T W37 31"
p < 05 “p < 0L
Table 4
Modae! Fit of Measurement Mode/
X df TLI CFI RMSEA
Measurement model 13.348 13 999 1.000 .006

Primary Secondary Moral Unethical
psychopathy psychopathy disengagement emotions decision making

conduct effect

Reprehensible | |Detrimental Weak Unethrca‘
: decision

emotions L
making

Primary Secondary Victi Strong
psychopathy psychopathy L emotions

Figure 2. Confirmatory factor analysis of measurement model
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Table 5
Model Fit of Research Mode!
X df TLI CFI RMSEA
Research model 21.095 14 .989 994 .028
Table 6
Path Estimate of Research Model
Path of variables B L SE t
Primary — Unethical decision making 0.04 .26 .01 4.44™
Primary — Moral emotions -1.07 -41 12 8,62
Primary — Moral disengagement 0.02 46 01 7.30""
Secondary — Unethical decision making -0.01 -01 .01 -0.30
Secondary — Moral emotions 0.03 .01 .18 0.19
Secondary — Moral disengagement 0.01 14 .01 2.78™
Moral emotions — Unethical decision making -0.01 -23 .01 4735
Moral disengagement — Unethical decision making 1.06 .37 21 5.16™

p < 0L ™p < 001

Primary
psychopathy

Secondary
psychopathy

disengagement

emotions

Moral

Maoral

Figure 3. Path estimate of research model
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21.095(df=14, p=.099), TLI=.989, CFI=.99%4,
RMSEA=.0282 UEISTE mhaba] 2 Aol A
Ao AFnyge Hd3] AAEUYn &
&tk E3 AGRFe] AZASFE AYE

WO AAMA 543 A8 AawA
ol ARt

l =
A 540l 25 HEE A qarEg e
S7kete AoZ Yehgtl, B=.26, p<.001. T
g 1M BANAE 540l meE =Y
olge 7k W, f=46, p<.001, EHH
A e dadske Ae® Yy, f=-41, p
<.001.
A, 2214 AAA 54e vlEEA o

o

= —
AAA, =01, ns, % =EA FAel UIF
AR gte FEAHR gor, B=01, ns, 2

24 HAHA EAo] =842 TEF o

o2 Uehydt) =14, p<.0l.
A7t S wael

,wﬁ Faslon) B=-23, p<.001, =
gA o|go] zo_ VAR ot N | IR B R DA b S
S7Vshe o2 UEt, =37, p<.001.
Table 7

02

o 7+

koh

el nl

AFRIAA 1, 22K BAEAE 54
28 iy ztel @A g3t
A A B B84 olge] Mg ERE 4
ot HHEFY] FoI= HEFE 98 HE~
Ef A2E ALgsig o 1 AFE Table 7
o AT

RE~E|E A7 134 FAHA 54
A HlEEE abAA e o2 AR A
95% AlF T3] {35, 19}2 0% E&sHA] &

H
=

rr

7] el =94 PMel 294 ojge] 113
EHE 98 Aow et =26, p
< 001 AA 29A oy 7}

2
TIE A7) 98] Sobel tests
F7hE A A3 =YF Ao el
7=3.87, p<.001, B =97 o|go IFHFI}
Z=4.28, p<.00l, B5F o3 Aoz eyt
.

S, 22 A SA4oA BlEE A
SJAFAA o %, 95% AT
Zrol {10, 01} 05 XEFSHA] %7 UH%%H
=94 Aot =94 olge] HHERE K
o Aoz Yeigth, =05, p<.05. 1

olze A= 4

Indirect Effect of Moral Emotions and Moral Disengagement on Primary-Secondary
Psychopathic Trait and Unethical Decision Making

95% Confidence interval

Path Indirect effect
Upper Lower
— Moral emotions Primary — Unethical decision making -
.26 35 19
— Moral disengagement
— Moral emotions Secondary — Unethical decision making B
.05 .10 .01

— Moral disengagement

p < .05 "p < 001
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