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Childhood Maltreatment Experiences and Intimate
Partner Violence Behavior: Mediator Effects of Rejection
Sensitivity and Callous-Unemotional Trait

Seung GyuLee Hyunjung Choi’

Department of Psychology, Chungbuk National University, Cheongju, Korea

This study examined how childhood maltreatment experiences affect reactive and proactive aggression of intimate partner
violence behavior through rejection sensitivity and callous-unemotional traits. We measured childhood maltreatment experi-
ence, rejection sensitivity, callous-unemotional traits, pure reactive and proactive aggression, and intimate partner violence
behaviors among a community sample of adults. Among the 328 participants, 134 people with intimate partner violence be-
haviors were selected. Mediation effects were analyzed using a regression analysis and a bootstrapping technique. Childhood
maltreatment experiences were not related to pure reactive aggression; however, using a multiple regression analysis, it can be
inferred that rejection sensitivity, but not callous-unemotional traits, was related to pure reactive aggression. Childhood mal-
treatment experiences were related to pure proactive aggression, and callous-unemotional traits showed complete mediation.
Theoretical and clinical implications of childhood maltreatment, aggression types of intimate partner violence and limita-

tions of this study are discussed.

Keywords: childhood maltreatment experience, intimate partner violence, rejection sensitivity, callous-unemotional traits,

reactive and proactive aggression
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H|0] E Z2](intimate partner violence, [PV)0]gt A1131A] 3

Sl Al AIAIA, A4, A2 (el A]) sh 2 3s SA1E 7FsH
2212 olu|3lt}(Heise & Garcia-Moreno, 2002). 20185 <+ Z4|
Apo] w2 AREA YA Lojub= T g 13,965710]9
2,01 % Ao, 2PS T3k B R AL oo Al
AR ofLb 2] chst o] Hlol= Befolek # 4 ik
(The Korean National Police Agency, 2019). B0 E Z2] 1|32} +=
9.8 245 27 v, Ty 1, vy BANE, 1ol A 9
ol 2 A2 el 9lo] ofefa Hol= Eeje) R g
of thujsr] sl o211 S 7Y HekE nhst= Zlo|
I a5JtH(Coker et al., 2002; World Health Organization, 2012).
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B2 (proactive aggression)= Ho|& o5 524 f-5of tisl
FIAOR AL, A4S e HAE o] AT e
2 o]g3 o & T3l 34 E0l o= S-S HUtH(Crick
& Dodge, 1996).

SAP Hlo] £2 A7 glo|E Ze JajAE e
glo|E Z2o| 23 2749 Fe & LR
L7 BRs}ol $38 S48 A7akcHChase, O'Leary, & Hey-
ma, 2001; Stanford, Houston, & Baldridge, 2008; Tweed & Dutton,
1998). HA HH-5-2] FA43} FARE -2 (impulsive) 34735
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A0 2 e THTweed & Dutton, 1998). 0] &2 =4 3241}
FAFSE 7 el Al A (premeditated) 7l AT} ThoFSH A2 4]
1EL AL 7 o & LERTH(Stanford et al., 2008). Chase =(2001)
o] ol Elo|= E2 el 3 WA S S T 7}
SRS HCE S A B 40| & A0 2 Upekiteh Eah kS
A b S AT e 220 Gk Ao 22
2 ure o e S ZJofA S & 25 Aol T
302 BAES 2 ol i3
LA AT AR =4 34 d(instrumental) & Hol=
GOl 22} et B o}y 98] Felg £ 20 vl
A AN A B4 S Bl o A2 AAE Beig
=710 2 UERFTtH(Tweed & Dutton, 1998). U7 [R| 2 £ 2] 2
At GARE AT A WS E, 2, S5 Sahet ot
U 2] 9] Azol A BAE 20 B3 e A
w2 (psychopathic) 50| 3k cH(Stanford et al., 2008). Chase 5
QOONOIAIE Hlol= Z2] 7} 5 32 helh = w54 7]
AT HARRIA A SA40] & 2o = e AHlE 93t &
AR5 HIThAL sielck: oM = B WA TR ES) &
HEo] YUEA 257 gzl tlo|E 3£ Tlsiate] 344
ol B ohE Ao e Als S B a7t Qltk(Chase et al,,
2001; Stanford et al, 2008). = A= H|o|E £ gY¢jof| A S
997 B2 61 20 olslel] $1s), 591 o] sk 3
ol 223}0] o] sy} Hol= 2 T4 43 weow
olojAliz et 4 ol Azl 4 ik

o}-57] sHf] 4% (childhood maltreatment experience)< 412}
2 AFS) A1, 20428 201860714 o o} B3t ALt %
7}8}= F=Al|o |t} (National Center for the Rights of the Child, 2018).
oF Aol ol Balthel "W 54 T Aelo] o5 7
f = BAE s AU A dEE A 4= s AAIA -
2. /44] Folu 7FE AN E Sk 2l ob 5] KAt ofs
F718HAY W dsl= 319 0|t} (National Law Information
Center, 2014). °}-57] St S B AT A S-=3F =¢H 22 A
3} E-A)|(Gibb, Butler, & Beck, 2003; K. S. Park, 2018; Yoon, 2017) 3
wkofUjz} FAAOI SRS 218 Sfls} AL Holz Ao 2
UERFTHO Sullivan, Watts, & Shenk, 2018; K. S. Park, 2018; Yoon,
2017). 53] Zef} 7k o115} EAI= 2] AAIR ofje} erelol
A oS VA ol 2 2 SIrks Bl Bt
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(K. S. Park, 2018; H. E. Park& Park, 2017). 18] 1L Richey, Brown,
FiteS} Bortolato (2016)°] SJstel thatAle] o} 57] sitf AL 7
=) B} Belo] e A groker W B4z B
Q= A0 2 UElytt] 12]al Connor, Steingard, Cunningham,
Melloni®} Anderson (2004)2] S3-Lof| A Z| ZANE] || 2]2|=] 5-184]|
oFE A0 A o5 7] S AT WA 3 A ol S
I3 2102 et 7] A o S W S B
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golut el o2k AREIA A|R|eF 2R BT 2012 ol 34/g0]
5tE = LS. G. Kang, 2018; C. H. Lee& Shin, 2015). H. Y.
Kima} Park (2017)2] WEFL 4ol o} 57] slrol st e 21z
7} BARS 1A el Eel A2 Vet % o} 5]
stol AT 2249 971281 4 9lonk o} 57 st Alat
£ A2 oot & AL o157 s
0] of@ 2.2 2 Hlo] = Belo] 44 L 0727 4]
Bz o7 A2 2 759104 (rejection sensitivity) Y WE-F-74
A] £ 7Z(callous-unemotional traits)of =53} T}.

AR B YA L B2 a0l g AR
& A 21c}(Jacobs & Harper, 2013; H. K. Lee, Kim, & Lee, 2014; J.
H. Lee, Lee, & An, 2017; White, Gordon, & Guerra, 2015). 551
TS FRT Hhalo] AAS AV Holee FIrfE 2ot
AJ8FS = (Feldman & Downey, 1994), A5 1740 =2 Als
> HEAFRET HANA ARE H Z A5k, AR el &
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(Downey & Feldman, 1996). M. J. Parka} Yang(2017)-2 0|23t 7]
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ool Thalsp M-Sk A0 2 Helslck

L K. Lee 014)9] SJ5Ha A4S o] 4oI5e] tol
AN FA4 o= Lehd o= ok 8|3l AR dol &
2] 349)91] Tt AN ARl & AT
2 flo|EXE 9|7} 2 210 2 UEF I THDowney & Feldman,
1996; Yang & Suh, 2015). Shin¥} Choi (2017)2] ¢1+tof| w}=2rH A+
2 sjol AHAe] JL VA QA A
1"%‘?_%”3% 44 % AAA Hlo|EZRo] o2 nAl= A2 1
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L go]= £ 7k A219) A
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L7le A0 & YERSITHTweed &
= HH AR SAEES

[l A Aol dufstod w2
EP—*r U A0 HRlrk of57] sl o] e Al
o = Agko] Q)= Z1 o 2 L}ERS vl(Feld-
Kang & Cho, 2017), o]2{g+ Aa§¢lL
Sz} do] & 3| w4 4
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o= ofofr]i= 4
3, Wa-RRH SEe Xéﬂ%é‘é Ak HAE 2ol

] 273 7o) Aoz F4d(callousness), T}F= Al
of 7190l 2] 3ol A L B0 0l
(uncaring), 4|38 0] Y= Al E49] A4 313 A (unemotional)
Al 7] 82102 LAJE o] QItH(Essau, Sasagawa, & Frick, 20065
Frick, Bodin, & Barry, 2000; Gill & Stickle, 2016). W&-F+44 &
AL osdaAd o] Fai ool o] 3I%lal(Salekin, Leistico,
Neumann, DiCicco, & Duros, 2004), AQ] &8 5J50] vl 9 oF
Ak 34 QI tH(Kruh, Frick, & Clements, 2005). 491 o412
&0 & AAJE White 5(2015)2] ol Y44 S48
o AR =5 DA o 2GS )= A
et oA cisSe] A Wk, M3 Zoprt 53]
2 320l ol o 2 9L Al 202 UehtohLH.
Leeetal, 2017).

TR} Bains (2017)0]| 4] 42} tfjghAy o] W
o1 Stef S sl 44 shef, Ale}
2 13)7} Belo) Y AL 2 Uelyn, o
SN S22 o} 5] s At 52, 4
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Figure 1. Rejection sensitivity mediation model of childhood mal-
treatment experience and reactive aggression.
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Figure 2. Callous-unemotional trait mediation model of childhood
maltreatment experience and proactive aggression.
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Bernstein 5-(2003)°] 7j2h Y. K. Lee (2006)7} 5kl E. J. Kim
(2009)0] B33t o}57] AF A X|(childhood trauma ques-
tionnaire, CTQ-SE}S: A§-5}51ck A4 1), AL Shel, A
) vel, AAA ), A4 el 57 S9IAE R F4Eo] slew
& 2570t ol theh 55 IR gl)el
A 4 (A= QI2) 71 43 Likert 25 2 o] o Hey F47t =&
4% o} 57 St 9 WIS AT ATHS S oluleheh. 2 1ol
] Cronbach’s o+=.90%t}.

Y7y 5 RSP 2

72312+ (Rejection sensitivity)

Downey®} Feldman (1996)0] 7idgt 7R 017442 = (rejection
sensitivity questionnaire, RSQ)E E| 2 M. J. Park¥} Yang (2017)
o] f thehAiell g Eaks Akt tieh g AR
AREBIRA) o] A= A7) Eie 529 A7 &t 4 ARAIL
32 LIRS 4%, T 1602 A= O] ek 223l o
3o 1H(dE 29A ekehollA s (g 2eh7kA] 57

BIZPY HEg

Likert 25 2 o} AlT) % B4} 5242 AVUAO] 288
OJu|gic}, E 97Lo]| A Cronbach’s a=.890] 1T}

HE—2 XM EZ(Callous—unemotional traits)

Frick (2003)©] 7]|¥F3}al Essau 5-(2006)0] EFG3}or WS4 A
E4] Z| % (inventory of callous-unemotional traits, ICU)E Kwon
(2011)0] HQksIL B 3leh gh=igt CUS A 2= (K-ICU)E AHE-
Sk of ML RFOYAZ 9B YR 102 YA
2ol 527 % 24202 THE] Sich 7 Bl ot Sk
0-(AE ofYthollA 33l T1Hth7kA] 44 Likert 2= & 0]
A F A7 5258 CU B o] 22 AL ool ¥

o]l A} Cronbach’s o= .800]%i Tk

HIS ™ /FEX 274 M(Reactive/proactive aggression)
£.2006)0] AEFSHL J. H. Lee (2015)7} 4274 Ho5 0k
AR 324 A (reactive-proactive questionnaire, RPQ) S
g FEA TAYEAE TA) 28T 1H8H 2
1157} 3 23850, 2 A0} olch 7} ol ot SRR 1A
& ofjehol Al 53k e TREh7IA 54 Likert 2% 2 0|2k
Raine 5-(2006)2- W-8-7] ZAA A0} 22 LAA A7

=
Afato) 7] v o], 2= B2 Sl

Raine

Yo
k_i
_{
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iy JQ
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A oo
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2y
(AN
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_1
%
)
oX
=

AJ(pure reactive aggression) =2} HH-3-2]

i

FI A A (pure proactive aggression) A5 AMHESH Z1S
AL, 24 4 BAY Ao Syvol] Fud 244
g Yol FEHI -2 344 Mg ol 39 43t
o] W94 BA4 Ao HESHWANHR =0, SD=D)E AHE, &
4 FE A FAA Aer nprz R Ui 0 2 A3 (Raine et al.,
2006). 5 WS B, w0 FEH FAY Wt 5258
7} 93 o] FAA o] =0 718 oju|slr} B ¢ TLof|A] Cronbach’s o
= 880]31c:

H|0|E Z& 3iQ|(Intimate partner violence)

glo]E £ Y95 Z457] $18l| Straus, Hamby, Boney-McCoy
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2} Sugarman (1996)¢] 7Hi3t 45 32] Z k-2 (the revised con-
flict tactics scales, CTS-2)=-J. N. Kim (1999)0] -2|u}2} o gk-Ado]|
A QL e A B ARESIGITE o] H = AR Thel Al

A SR 4 Sl A B2 7, Ae)d e g, 4 =
® 4583 5 2850 2 LA Ik £ AL 2T EHS

W28 Sl 7 HFEolAl HlolE 22 Tz ool Al
3 5ol et Azt dlols 2} sjafcikelol Yol 2 )
o thet A B SRS shel F 442 STk 4 2
o 5k 85 VAL SRS A7b 54 Liker 252
2 ol M4 524 % Hol= 22 A9lS A% ATUS
= omgtek lé AtolA= HlolE £ Zhsfoll tiet d4-E Hlo]
& Ee] 9] B2 ALESITE # Aol HolE Ee) #2)
Cronbach’s o+=.83%th

iz 24

to]& 28] 9] Folo] e EiS AEsh] el HA Eto]
A Hlo|E £ 9] FH RIE7} 2] 50%ile?] 1.327E T} 2>
glo]E S-S Adsle] 2 13450] ARE BAS A} B4 B4

< )3} SPSS 21.02} PROCESS Macro v3.42] model 45 AF-8-5}%1
O, 1347 SO WIS12] BT} EE TS MBI FR 1
{}%}l%ﬁ]%—ﬁ—ﬁé}odq olojx] ob57] Bth ZEl Hh-3-A
o) Ao A] AR} RN &
£ 913l Baron} Kenny (1986)7}
%*Pﬂs} Gt 1A oA =R
= Qs 2A ol A =7 H<lo] uf
ZfERle v A= A S IRt E}% URA[HfC 2 S QL) w7
spIBllct 37180 2 71
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E A E#|9(bootstrapping) S AHLEIAL) 012 E3)) BES
10,0009 ¥z 3=Z3}o 7R 8.719] 95% A= HS 18k T3 Al
2)727ko] 0o] EaHE|] orom AT} 9-0let 20 2 shckslolr)

4 2t
22 101 7+ ApIEH| 2
F9Q ol 7F AN B A8 AA|5}0] Table 19 AJAISFSIL) Hlo|E
2] ol o} 57| sio) AR, WS B, FEH B2, £
7 B2} 4 o] §jelsirk oFE7) S} Ae A
R, RN B, W BN, SR B, s
5 B2 Sroleh A AE Witk ARTZL v
BN 4 WA AN I3 HH ARS Rk W
PR SRS A B, FEA A4 103 o4 T
B2} 4 4] SOITk W BANE F5A 37
4, 4 17 BRI IR A AVS AT, FEA 2
e 44 70 BN GO AR T WS 9 T
F2o] AFto] ZonE, AR QRS Aole 1ET 1A
W) 5 HESH BAMT S5 FEA BAY 2ANE A8
712 B9k 4 WS H FANL 4 FEH BN foIT
A ARES B of ox] S Al2ig Akglo]] nh
ol ek Zztolc)

olo] 28 WSS 7} thF B4 Pher) HESITE Menard

(1995)°f 25t EAPYAR(VIE)7} 5 ool A wAIE
rsjopst 10 O]*JOIEH 4] FAE 7 Ao of
AR e o] Euielal ol e
aelst Axl, VIF7} 24 110104 Zff 11812 th5-5A41449] &

Ale e A2 otk

7Fst LA

ZIHL

Table 1. Descriptive Statistics and Correlation Coefficients of Variables among People with Intimate Partner Violence Behavior (N=134)
1 2 4 5 6 7 8
1. Intimate partner violence behavior -
2. Childhood maltreatment experience 20* -
3. Rejection sensitivity .02 30
4. Callous-unemotional trait 11 .30%* .15 -
5. Reactive aggression 25 .18* 21¢ 37 -
6. Proactive aggression AT 260 .04 ST H1F* -
7. Pure reactive aggression -.05 -.02 23 .00 70 -.14 -
8. Pure proactive aggression 35 21% -.09 39 11 85 -.6300* -
Mean 1.61 1.43 2.89 0.97 2.65 1.48 0.28 0.06
Standard deviation 0.27 0.40 0.65 0.32 0.62 0.49 0.99 1.16
*p<.05,**p<.01, **p<.001.
https://doi.org/10.15842/kjcp.2021.40.1.001 5
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OFS7| BirH 28, 7SIZNT} WE-S RN STo| 24
US| ANl DlRls HE
oF87| 8 B 8K Fe) Al PAKoR §

el .24, =006 SR -] S e g
2} o] RS vIXIA) R A0 ekt B=-03, p=.70.

o+s7| strh Z&at
el =X EXIo| oj7iE 1t
Table 39| A|A] AR obg7] st 3ol &=

FA FA nA = FFS Tl UebdT R =
F(1,132)=6.36, p=.01. “12] 3L 2-15kAe]| ] o}57] s}t 7*0‘40] 74
FRIEel njAl= FaFol oA Yebdth R?=.09, F(1, 132)=
12.89, p<.001. TEZF 2-26kA0)| 4] o}57] Bhf o] W44
E o] 0] %)= e 50151 LFERGTE R2 = .09, F(1, 132) =12.59,
p<-00L T2 2 3eHAo) A AR} Y- S22
&g A FA0] Y A= A0 = e o5 7] 8t
o A2 FFE v|A]A] = A0 = LERITE R?=.20, F(1,132) =

1.

10.95, p<.001. whebA] ARIZHY, WG4 42 obg7| 8

rﬂ'
=
-
m¥
o
o

Table 2. Multiple Regression Analysis of Rejection Sensitivity and
Callous-Unemotional Trait on Pure Reactive Aggression

o AR S FeA F

o
h = QY
olo}A OF 57| Seh 4513 A B4 Aol A
N PR 5

o T
strapping) 22 &Hel5}o] Table 40 A A|}%ITE ARRI7HAI2) 71

ih)
2L,

S e
o et Ao 2 etk

2 Q17 ol 22 Y9lAjol A ol57] st Halo] w8
P S G T L AR 32

) ol 52l 99
et o571 ho) A o P22 A5 9
A e ot of
7] St} v g4 F7Ale) DAL Ul AAATK. S. Park,
2018; H. E. Park& Park, 2017; Richey et al., 2016; Shields & Cic-
chetti, 1998)} t}2 2318 19ick. Tl o} 5 sifel £ B
AATLe] TS HYl thE dFE ofm AU YARITHo] Hofgt

RS

o ﬂﬁ

J

Table 4. Bootstrapping Result for Indirect Effect of Rejection Sensitivi-
ty, Callous-Unemotional Trait on the Relationship Between Childhood
Maltreatment Experience and Pure Proactive Aggression

. Indirect Boot 95% CI
. 5 Variable _
Variable B SE B t R df F effect  S.E. Lower Upper
Rejection sensitivity 36 .13 .24 278 .06 2,131 3.87* Rejection sensitivity -172 125 -475  .004
Callous-unemotional trait -.10 .27 -.03 -.38 Callous-unemotional trait 321 155 .077 665

*p<.05,**p<.01.

Comparing the strength indirect effects -.492 206 -979 -.178

Table 3. Mediating Effects of Rejection Sensitivity, Callous-Unemotional Trait on the Relationship Between Childhood Maltreatment Experience

and Pure Proactive Aggression

Step Independent variables Dependent variables B (SE) t R F
1 Childhood maltreatment experience Pure proactive aggression 0.62 (0.25) 2.52* .05 6.36*
2-1 Childhood maltreatment experience Rejection sensitivity 0.49 (0.14) 3.59%** .09 12.89%**
2-2 Childhood maltreatment experience Callous-unemotional trait 0.23(0.07) 3.55%%¢ .09 12.590¢*
3 Childhood maltreatment experience Pure proactive aggression 0.47 (0.25) 1.91 20 10.95%**
Rejection sensitivity -0.35(0.15) -2.42%
Callous-unemotional trai 1.37 (0.30) 4,570+

*p<.05,**p<.001.
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