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Résume

A STUDY ON DYNAMIC FACTORS IN THE FORMATION
OF

SOCIOPATHIC PERSONALITY

——A VALIDATION STUDY OF BLAKY PICTURES IN KOREA——

The main purpose of the present study is to explore and identify the dynamic factors which
have significant influence on the development of the sociopathic personality especially the
chronic habitual delinquent personlaity, as compared to the normal personality, Along with the
main purpose, it also aims at the validation of Blacky Pictures in Korea.

Even though there have been extensive speculations, opinions, and clinical findings on the
psychopathology of various mental disorders, almost no research has been attempted to relate
these findings to the dynamics of the sociopathic personality. Only the speculations and clinical
findings about genuine but untested relationship between developmental dynamics and the
sociopathic personality as an end-product of the psychodynamics could be found in the
literatures,

In this study, therefore, most of available and pertinent literatures were reviewed to facilitate
the conceptualization of the ideas and speculations about the psychopathology of the mental
disorders, particularly sociopathic personality. And to establish a conceptual frame of personality
development, various concepts of personality development such as that of G.W. Allport, E.H.
Erikson, H.S. Sullivan, and S. Freud were reviewed and the fiirst one was discarded here due
to lack of proper dynamics associated with iis conceptual frame. The conceptual frame applied
in this study is the eclectic one of the latte three theorists’ primarily based on Freudian concept.

The most available and proper tool which fitted into the above conceptual frame was secured
by translating the Blacky Pictures Test constructed by G.S. Blum.

Considering the developmental dimensions which were indicated in both the tool and the
conceptual frame, the following hypotheses were formulated based on the review of the
extensive literatures on the psychopathology of sociopathic personality.

1. There is more developmental disturebance at the oral stage in the sociopathic group.

2. There is more developmental disturbance at the anal stage especially at the toilet-training

period in the sociopathic group.

3. There is more developmental disturbance at the genital stage in the sociopathic group.



4. The sociopathic personality might have experienced more parental rejection as compared
to other siblings, and so they would express covert hostility against other siblings.

5. The sociophathic personality might have failed to identify with his father and he
preferred mother as an ideéntificatjon objiect.

" Method

a. Subjects:

The experimental group consisted of 65 male chronic delinquents confined in the Seoul
Reformatory with longer than nine years of formal school education. The control group
consisted of 40 male secondary school teachers and 20 prospective counselors in social agencies
with longer than 12 years of formal school education. The mean ages of the experimental and
.control group were 29 and 38 respectively.

b. Procedures:

In this study, the Blacky Pictures were group administered to each group by slide projector.
To obtain the test-retest reliability, it was readministered to the delinquent group one week
after first test.

The results of the test were scored by the criterion suggested by G.S. Blum (Guide for
Reserch use of Blacky Pictures in the Journal of Projective Techniques, March, 1962).

And then the differences of mean scores of each factor between two groups were “t”—tested.

Result

The test-retst reliability coefficient for each factors ranged from 34 to. 75 and the median is.
52. Considering that the subjects are abnormal, the reliability coefficient which was obtained
by tetrachoric table can be said to be quite reliable.’ ’

The factors with significant level of differences between two groups in the expected direction
were indicated in the following table:

Factor t value Nggr::f rérgtflp (S%gégih?i
Sugar Goating (Oral Stage) 2.857+* 1.74 2.14
Exploitation (Anal Stage) 1.750* 2.88 3.23
Fear of Punishment for masturbation 1.750* 1.37 1.72

(Genital Stage)

Father as preferred identification object 2.156%* 2.57 1.88
Mother as preferred indentification object ‘ 2.709** 2.14 2.95
Reaction formation to sibling rivalry | 5.591%%* 1.74 3.11
Negative perseption of self 2.350** 1.98 2.45
Narcissism 1.719* 1.92 2.37

* . 05<p<. 10 **,01<p<.05 ¥ pl 01

As indicated in the above table, it may be said that the 5 hypotheses are supported in a
limited sense. Put the 2nd and 5th hypotheses are fully supported. Reviewing the factor -



“Negative Perception of Self” from the viewpoint of self-concept hypothesis, it is particularly
interesting and understandable that the sociopathic group showed high degree of negative self-
concept in the présent study. When we think that the term “neurotic character” was once
widely used for this group of personality disorders, the fact that sociopathic group showed

greater narcissistic tendency can be regarded as a vary relevant and confimative finding.
Conclusion

As an exploratory study, the main purpose of this study that is to identify the significant
dynamic factors which have determinate influence on the development of sociopathic personality
was accomplished. As indicated in the table, these factors are the disturbances at the oral,
anal, and genital stage, the failure of identification with father figure, and the disturebance of
sibling rivalry.

Thus on the basis of this study, it may be concluded that oral deprivation, or rejection, strict
and harsh toilet-training, parental unhealthy attitude toward sexual education, a boys’ failure to
identify with father figure, and the parental favoritism for other siblings are the causative
dynamic factors which closely and significantly related to the later chronic deliquent personality.

For further study, it may be hoped that on the basis of this study, more extensive
research be conducted under good control of subjects’ background and present status with
respect to the type of delinquent, sex, age, various pathological group and so on.

As a final word, it is wished that the result of this study be utilized positively for the
betterment of mental health in this conntry,
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