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A Validation Study of the Korean Marital Satisfaction Inventory i

Jung-Hye Kwon Paul Kyuman Chae
Korea University Sung Shin Women's University

This study was conducted to determine the concurrent validity of the Korean Marital Satisfaction Inventory(K-
MSI). As the criterion group for the first study, thirty-five female clients who sought counseling for their marital
conflicts were recruited through the cooperaiion of the Korean Legal and Family Counseling Centers. For the
second study, 27 mothers of children with behavioral problems were recrnited among those who visited two
counseling center for children because of their child’s problems. The K-MSI scores of the criterion group subjects
were compared to those of the standardization sample whose age and education were conirolled.

The marital counseling group demonstrated significantly lower marital satisfaction than the normal group in all
the subscales such as Inconsistency, Conventionalization, Global Distress, Affective Communication, Problem-
Solving Commnumication, Aggression, Time Together, Disagreement About Finances, Sexual Dissatisfaction,
Conflictc Over Child Rearing sxcept the subscales of Role Crientation, Family History of Disiress and
Dissatisfaction with Children. The mothers of children with behavioral problems also showed significantly lower
marital satisfaction in the subscales of Conflict over Child Rearing, Dissatisfaction with Children, Globa!l Distress,
Affective Communication, and Problem Solving. Results indicated that the K-MSI demonstrated the concurrent
validity in discriminating the subjects with marital conflicts and specific problems with children from the normal
subjects, and that it is a very useful tool in screening the clients with maritel and family problems in clinical

settings.
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