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Juror Judgmental Bias in Korean Jury Trial:
Sentencing Demand and Anchoring Effect

Yumi Lee Young Il Cho

Sungshin Women’s University Dongguk University

When a person suggests an estimate under uncertainty, (s)he tend to rely on the information and
number provided in advance. As a result, their final estimate would be assimilated to the initial value.
This phenomenon is called “anchoring effect”. The present research examined anchoring effects observed
in law courts. Sentencing decision of jurors can be influenced by the sentence demanded by the
prosecutor. Specifically, this study demonstrated the condition in which anchoring effect would be stronger
and practical solutions for lowering anchoring effect. Study 1 demonstrated whether gravity of criminal
cases and levels of anchor influenced anchoring effects. As expected, anchoring effect was stronger in a
heavier criminal case than in a lighter one. When a low anchor was provided in a lighter case,
anchoring effect was stronger compared to when a high anchor was provided. Study 2 examined how
emotion affects anchoring effects. The results showed that anchoring effect appeared to be significantly
stronger with feelings of anger than of sadness. Study 3 examined the solution for reducing anchoring
effects in a court. When activation of selective-accessibility model was prevented, anchoring effects

significantly decreased. These results can help solve the problems about juror judgmental bias and

contribute to the development of Korean jury trial.

Key words : Judgmental bias, Anchoring effects, Judical decision-making, Juror decision making, Korean jury trial
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