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The effect of narcissism on sexual dating violence by gender:

Focusing on the mediation effect of ambivalent sexism

Naeun Kim Jisun Park

Department of Social Psychology, Sookmyung Women’s University

The study explored the association between narcissism and sexual dating violence, and how ambivalent
sexism affects the relation. Additionally, this study investigated if there exists gender difference in the

relations between factors of narcissism and sexual dating violence, and the mediating effects of
ambivalent sexism. Based on 200 participants(100 males and 100 females), the mediation effect of
ambivalent sexism on the relation between narcissism and sexual dating violence was examined. For male
participants, the mediation effect of hostile sexism on the relation between narcissism and sexual dating
violence was significant, whereas for female participants the mediation effect of benevolent sexism on the
relation between narcissism and sexual dating violence was significant. Different patterns were evident
regarding the associations between factors of narcissism and sexual dating violence. For males, the more
with exhibitionism and entitlement, the more with hostile sexism, and the more with sexual dating
violence. For females, the more with exhibitionism, entitlement, and self-sufficiency, the more with
benevolent sexism, and the more with sexual dating violence. The study revealed that the mediation
effect of ambivalent sexism between narcissism and sexual dating violence differed by gender and by

factors of narcissism. Finally, preventions measures for sexual dating violence were discussed.

Key words : dating violence, sexual violence, narcissism, ambivalent sexism, sex difference, exhibitionism
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