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ABSTRACT

Book numbers can be defined as the device for providing a unique self location for each book.
They should include main entry which consists of author, title, the date of publication. Now, the
university libraries are using eleven different methods on book numbers, in other words, nine eastern
methods and two western methods. The aim of this study is to investigate problems that the
present book number system has and some concerns that should be taken into account in case of
the modification of the book number system and change into a new one. This study is based on the
survey in that the librarian gave to 110 university libraries throughout the nation. As a result, the
survey indicates that the crucial concerns of the participathing libraries are ineffective book
management and the duplication of book numbers. In addition, the survey indicates that the
priorities of the libraries is removing duplicated numbers, adhering to the current system, and
keeping the same book arrangement system. Therefore, this study suggests the components for the
expansion of the book number system and the necessity of standardization of diverse book numbers.
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