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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to identify the factors affecting female college students” behaviors
in seeking reproductive health information on the Internet and to explore the relationships among
these factors. Based on the Health Belief Model(HBM) and the Theory of Planned Behavior(TPB),
perceived sensitivity, perceived severity, perceived benefit, perceived barriers, subjective norms,
perceived behavioral control, and affective evaluation were defined as key factors, and the study
was designed accordingly. An online survey was distributed to female college students in Seoul through
the university student’s online community, Everytime.” The results showed that the intention of
female college students to seek reproductive health information via the Internet was associated with
higher perceived sensitivity, perceived benefit, and subjective norms, and lower perceived barriers.
There were statistically significant differences between groups in terms of sexual experiences,
experience with reproductive system disorders, and the level of health interest. We believe that
this research outcome will contribute to assessing the level of awareness regarding reproductive
health among female college students, thereby aiding in the development of online health information
literacy education or related service programs by university libraries, health institutions, and similar
entities targeting female college students.
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