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The Study on the Research Trend of Social Network
Analysis and the its Applicability to Information Science
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ABSTRACT

In this study, we analyzed the research trend of social network analysis. We investigated
how this topic can be linked to the information science. We analyzed 163 articles that were
retrieved from searching “social network analysis” in the keyword search field from 2000
to 2009. The study revealed the fast growth of the research of social network analysis in
recent years. Also, the study showed that social network analysis has been applied to many
cognate disciplines including management science, education science, and administration
science. Finally, the study showed that social network analysis is a field equally important
to information science as to other disciplines. Particularly, the study demonstrated that
social network analysis can be applied to bibliometrics, including webmetrics.
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social network analysis, information science, bibliometrics, social network,
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