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Psychological Suggestions for an Accident Prone Society:
Introducing Eight Articles on the Psychological

Mechanism of Accidents and Preventive Alternatives

Jonghan Yi
Department of Psychology, Daegu University

The purpose of this paper is to introduce eight articles which were written on the psychological
mechanisms of accidents in Korean society and to suggest alternatives to prevent them. All of
these articles were presented during the “Symposium of Safety” at the Annual Conference of the
Korean Psychological Association, at Youngnam University through October 18~19, 2002.
Frequently occurring accidents in Korean society are a very serious and enduring social issue.
Psychological and cultural factors, as well as environmental factors, were found to be leading
causes of the various accidents. The preventative alternatives for these accidents should be
developed taking into account these factors. A nation-wide comprehensive institute for accident
management is necessary to control accidents and to study and to develop preventive programs.
The attitude of psychologists also needs to shift from the laboratory to the field toward accidents

and from passive to aggressive toward issues facing Korean society.

key words : accident, traffic accident, psychological factor, cultural factor, preventative program
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