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Korean Journal of Psychological and Social Issues
2005, Vol. 11, No. 3, 91~119

Perception and Trust of Korean Society and People among

Adolescents and their Parents: Indigenous Psychological Analysis

Young-Shin Park Uichol Kim

Inha University Dept. of Education Chungang University Dept. of Psychology

This study examines the perception and trust of Korean society and people among students and adults
using the indigenous psychological analysis. A matched sample of 1,107 participants, consisting of 369
students, their mothers and their fathers completed a questionnaire developed by the present researchers.
The results indicate that parents more likely than adolescents to hold negative views of Korean sodiety.
Adults are more likely than adolescents to view Korean society as showing high ingroup favoritism, to be
insecure, to be conservative, to be corrupt, and to have social inequities. Both groups agree that Korean
society is not rational nor democratic, but believe that it has the potential for progress. Second, parents are
more likely to hold negative views about Korean people. Adults are more likely than adolescents of viewing
Korean people as overly conscious about social face, emotional, selfish, exclusionary, and conceited. Both
adolescents and their parents agree that Koreans are cooperative, full of g (deep affection and
attachment), and sincere. Third, adults are less likely to trust Korean institutions than adolescents. Adults
are less likely than adolescents to trust National Assembly, political parties, and unions. Adolescents are
more likely than their parents to trust family members, school friends, teachers, and government employees.
These results indicate that adolescents have higher trust of Korean society and people than their parents.
Fifth, the overall results indicate that both group perceive Korean society as showing high ingroup
favoritism and corruption. In terms of Korean people, respondents had a more balanced view of perceiving
them as highly sensitive to social face and being emotional, while also perceiving them as cooperative and
full of jumg. The trust of Korean institutions were generally low, especially the National Assembly and
political parties. However, the trust of family was very high, followed by trust of school friends and

teachers. The trust of government employees was low and this was especially the case for politicians.

key words : generational differences, Korean sociery, Korean people, ingrowp favoritism, corvuption, social face, jung,

Jamily, indigenous psychology.
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