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The influence of North Korean defectors' psychological

characteristics on their alienation

Jae-Chang Lee Young-Man Kim
Daejeon University Yonsei University
Dept. of Industrial Psychology Dept. of Psychology

The goal of this study was to investigate factors influencing North Korea defectors's psychological
alienation by comparing South Koreans and North Korean defectors in the sense of values, lifestyles,
attribution styles and stereotypes. To pursue this goal, a questionnaire was distributed to 143 South
Koreans and 99 North Korean defectors. According to results, in comparison with South Koreans, North
Korean defectors placed more values on 'nation' than 'individual or family, on the 'support of parents'
than 'a great success. In the lifestyles, the North Korean defectors than South Koreans put higher
significance in 'traditional familism!, 'traditional collectivism', 'social consciousness', and 'traditional hierarchy'.
As for stereotypes, South Korean people considered the North Korean defectors defiant, critical, egoistic,
and competitive people. Also, South Koreans perceived North Korean defectors as more negatively than
North Korean defectors did themselves. In case of alienation, North Korean defectors reported that their
workplace was the most common place where they were alienated. As a result of investigating factors
investigating the North Korean defectors' alienation, it showed that 'affluent life' in their values, 'cultural
openness' in the lifestyles, and 'inside attribution’ in the attribution styles were critical. Finally, it discussed

limitations of the present study and the research required in the future.

key words : South Koveans, North Korean defectors, sense of values, lifestyles, attribution styles, stereotypes, alienation
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